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a low neck or tongue of land of 2000 yards in length, and, in general, from 800 to 900 yards in breadth. The sea across to Harwich is about a mile and a half broad; but the channel for ships is close to the fort. Small craft only c.an pass elsewhere. The position of Landguard Fort is strong, but the works erected upon it are injudicious. The fort, which is the original work built in the time of James the Second, is of masonry, a pentagon, with bastions, ditch, and covered way. The latter is imperfect; it contains houses for the governor and other officers, and barracks for soldiers, magazine, storehouses, &c., all of which seem in good repair, towards the sea. Batteries have been erected this war upon the covered way, and two considerable sea batteries have also been added upon each flank of the fort. During the last war lines called " The King's " and " The Princes'" were raised to cover the fort and defend the approach by the neck. A redoubt upon the right is the only part of these which has been completely finished. The rest remains imperfect. The plan of them is much too extensive, and I think in other respects injudicious. What is required is a work for 800 or 1000 men, capable of resisting a regular attack for a fortnight or three weeks, and I think the ground is such as to render this practicable. It has been proposed to fortify Harwich. The ground is favourable for defence, as it is narrowed by the Stour Kiver and Wandford Wash; within a mile and a half of the town it is not above 600 or 700 yards across.
The evening we left Harwich Ave slept at Thorpe, and next morning early proceeded through Kirby to Walton Gap, six miles; it is the left of Clacton Beach; an enemy would not land. To the right of Clacton Wick, on the right of the beach, the ground is marshy and unfavourable for descent; the line favourable for landing is therefore supposed to lie between Walton Gap and Clacton Wick, a distance of eight miles. Upon this line four batteries are erected for three or four 24-pounders each, with furnace and guard-house. The batteries are barbette, intended for guns in high traversing carriages. The guns are not yet